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„ Tine ih Ke; 1c, 
Zealous of good Works. 


HE main Deſign of the Apoſtle Paul in this 

1 Epiſtle to Tis ſeems to be ſummed. up in 
the $th Verſe of the zd Chapter; © This is a faith- 
< ful Saying, and theſe Things Iwill that thou 


« affirm conſtantly, that they which have be- 
* lieved in GoD, miqht be careful to maintain 
„ good Works: Theſe Things are good and pro- 
<« fitable unto. Men,” And therefore the Epiſtle 


is chiefly ſpent, in directing how the various Or- 
ders, or ſorts of Perſons, ought to carry tlem- 


ſelves, in their ſeveral Relations, ſo as that they 
might adorn the Doctrine of God our Saviour in all 


| Things. | i ATE 

And this he preſſes upon them, from the Con- 
ſideration of the grand Intention of the Goſpel 
Revelation, and of CazrsT's Incarnation and 
Death. As to the grand Intention of the Goſpel 
Revelation, it is evidently to make all Men good, 
and put them upon doing Good in their ſeveral 


Relations; for, ſays he *, The Grace of God, that 


."0" Vere n, 


{O 
{ 
9 

WP 


 bringeth 


2 A. Zeal for good Works . 
bringeth Salvation, hath appeared unto all Men; 
that is, The Goſpel which is a manifeſt Diſplay 
of the Grace of God, in the Offer of Salvation ton 
guilty World, © teaches us, that denying Un- 
Fc mel, and worldly Luſts, we ſhould live 
* ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this pre- 
é ſent World“; that is, It teacheth us to aban - 
don all Prophaneneſs and Immorality, to deny all 
falſe Doctrines, and vitious Practices, ariſing from 
the Luſts of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, or the 
Pride of Life; which' ſimulate and and excite 
Men to do ſuch Things as they ought not to do; 
and that we ſhould /:ve' ſoberhy, by keeping our 
Appetites, and Paſſions under due Regulation, 
that we may not be hurried away, by the Impe- 
tuoſity of them, to do thoſe Things which are of- 
fenſive to Go p, or injurious to onrſelves, or o- 
thers; that we live rigbteouſly, by rendering unto 
all Men their Dues, and giving no juſt Occaſion 
unto any to complain of our ill Treatment of 
them, in Word, or Deed; and that we live god- 
ly, by upholding an inward Awe and Reverence 
of the Divine Being upon our Hearts, and care- 
fully attending the Duties of Religion, natural, 
and inſtituted, which we owe to our ſupreme 
Lord and Maſter. And who ſees not that ſuch a 
Walk would have a vaſt Influence upon all ſorts of 
Perſons, faithfully to diſcharge the ſeveral Daties 


of their various Relations, ſo as to be profitable 


unto themſelves, and Bleſſings to all about them ? 
And as this is the great End of the Goſpel Re- 
velation, to bring Perſons to ſuch a ſober, virtu- 
ous, and religious Life, fo is it the great Deſign 
of the Incarnation and Death of Jesus CHRIST, 
Who the Apoſtle tells us, im the Verſe where My 
| TN ext 


* 


Eͤncited and Directed. 8 


Text 18, ee gave himſelf for us, that he might re- 


c deem us from all Iniquity, and purify unto him 
e ſelf a peculiar Pople, zealous of good Works. 


So that herein we may ſee who they are that 
are effecually wrought upon by the Grace of 
| Gop, and who they are that are redeemed by 


CRRIs T, even thoſe that are purified ſrom Inigui- 
zy, a peculiar People, zealous of good Works. 
The Grace of Go p appearing in the Goſpel is 


not calculated to cheriſh' and embolden Men in 


their ſinful Practices, but to recover them from 


the Dominion of Sin over them, and excite them 


to the Practice of that which is good: And tho 
CuR18sT died to redeem Sinners, yet it was not 
to encourage them in their Sins, in hopes of Im- 
punity, but to bring them over to the Side of Vir- 
tue, and render them zealous of good Works, 
Having thus introduced the Words of my Text, 


The plain Truth agreeable to them is this, 


Doc r. The Redeemed of the LORD are rea- 


In ſpeaking to this Text md Doctrine, I ſhall 


endeavour, by Divine Aſſiſtance, to explain and 
confirm the Truth under theſe Heads, 


, 


I. I ſhall offer ſomething upon the Nature of 


_ Zeal, that we may not be miſtaken in our Con- 


II. I ſhall conſid 


are to be zealous of. 


_ 


III. Shew what it is to bezealons of good Works. 
IV. Evidence that the Redeemed f the LORD 


ceptions about it. 1 
er what are the good Works we 


are zealous of good Works. And then I ſhall 


make ſome ſuitable Application of the whole. 


EE 


7 A Zeal for good Works 


I. I ſhall offer ſomething upon the Nature of 
Zeal, that we may not go into any Miſtakes in 
our Conception about it. For there is a Zeal fall 
ſo called; as moſt, if not all, Virtues have their 
Counterfeits; and a Miſtake here will be of fatal 
Conſequence, and lead us to conceive, that our 
irregular, ungoverned Paſſions, are the Fervour 
of our Mind for the Glory of G). 
Obſerve therefore, that Zeal is an equivocal 


Word, of a double Meaning; and they that have : 


their Minds very much exerciſed with the View 
of the bad Senſe of it, are ready to ſtart at the men- 
tion of it, as at the Cry of Fire; and they that 
have their Minds dwelling upon the good Senſe of 
it, are ready to leap for Joy at the Sound of it. 
Both may be in the wrong. We ought to conſider 
what it is, before we either approve, or condemn 
it. Zeal is not, properly ſpeaking, any particular 
Affection, or Paſſion, belonging to the human 
Nature, but rather the Heat and Fervourof them. 
The Word, in the Original, ſignifies, exceeding 
bat, which points to vs, our Paſſions, and Aﬀe- 
Citions, wrought up to their Height. Hence Zeal 
is not, in its own Nature, good ; but, is either 
good, or bad, according as it is directed, and go- 
verned; and therefore had need to be k:{fully 
handled, even by wiſe and good Men themſelves, 
left it hurry them beyond Bounds, to the doing 
of thoſe Things, which are irregular and unjuſt ; 
and prove only the raging of their own Paſſions, 
and one of the worſt of Vices, inſtead of a Chri- 
ſtian Virtue. Though Zeal is ſometimes uſed in 
a good Senſe, in the ſacred Scriptures, as in my 
Text, and ſome other Places, yet, I think, it is 


e pied 


% 


; s 


Excited ond Directed. 


N 


uſedd oftner in a bad one. Such was SauPs Zeal in 


perſecuting the Church (a), that is, in the Height 
of Fury and Rage; and hence it is reckoned 


7 a8 
mong the Works of the Fleſh. (5) Now the 


Works of the Fleſh are theſe,- Hatred, Variance, E- 


mulation, or Zeal. So (c) there is among you En- 


Ming, or Zeal.----So what we render (a) bitter En- 
Dying, is, in the Original, Zezal: And again (e), 
Where there is Envying or Zeal, and Strife, there 


75 Confuſion and every evil Work. And fo in many 
other Places, And the Reaſon why it is put a- 


mong the Works of the Fleſh, ſeems to be, be- 
cauſe moſt uſually the Height of haman Paſſions, 
and Affections, are irregularly placed, upon im- 
proper Objects, and carried out after them in an 
undue Manner, and Degree; and in this Senſe, 


in which we find it often uſed, it ſeems to be a 


Complication of Pride and Paſſion. 


| Nevertheleſs, Zeal becomes a Virtue, when 
our Affections are placed upon. Proper Objects, 


and converſant about them, in a ſuitable Manner, 
and Degree, anſwerable to the Nature and Im- 
portance of thoſe: Objects to us. And hence it is 
apparent, that in order to our Zeal's being good 
and laudable, and ranked among Chriſtian Vir- 
tues, it neceſſarily hath theſe Qualifications, viz, 
It muſt be guided by Knowledge, tempered with 

Prudence, and accompanied with Charity. 


1. Firſt, Our Zeal muſt be guided by Knowledge. 
Otherwiſe a Man is zealous ſor he knows not 


what: Which is really no other than to be go- 
verned by a blind Impetus, and wild Fury; than 
which, what is there that will be more likely to 


Prect 


2 (a) Philip. = 8 (b) Gal, iv. 19, 20. (o) 1 Cor. iii. 3. 
(d) Janes iii. 14. (e) Perſe i. 


- 
8 1 0 

— My 
—_ 8 


J — 
— 
+ — 


. 
"wy * * 
e cn Pe 
— * 


>" 
— 
— —— eee Sogn . 
. : 
5 We 2 N — 2 


* : — 
P 2 


W 
© * us 


1 AAZeal for god, Works 5 5 
precipitate a Man into thoſe Things, which, 


whatever his Pretenſions be, will be highly dif- 


honourable to Go p, and injurious to his Fel low- 


Creatures? becauſe he that walketh in Dark- 
* neſs knoweth not whither he goeth (a). And 


c ftumbleth becauſe there is no Light in him (3). 


A dark Mind, or weak Underſtanding, and ſtrong 


Paſſions, very ill agree together; and it is no 


Wonder if ſuch an one fall into Miſchief. He 


| had need to fee very clearly, who runs ſwiftly 
upon the Edge of a Precipice. . 12 
II a Man be miſtaken in the Object of his Zeal, 
and think that to be for the Glory of Gop, and | 
| Intereſt of Religion, which really is a Diſhonour 


to Go p, and tends to undermine Religion, it is evi- 
dent, that the more vigorouſly helays himſelf ont, 
and the more Fervour he ſpends about it, he does 


but fo much the more caſt Contempt upon Gop, 


and ſap the Foundation of Religion. Or if a Man 
imagine that- to be finful, which 1s really com- 
mendable, and a Duty, it is apparent, that by 
how much greater Heat he proſecutes and endea- 
vours the Suppreſſion of that Thing, by ſo much 
he eſtabliſhes Vice upon the Ruins of Virtue, Zeal 
is our Paſſion ſet on Fire, and if there be not a 
{ſuitable Meaſure of Knowledge to direct us when, 
and upon what Occaſion, and how far, this Fire 


ſhould be enkindled in us, it will be but a ſtrange 


Fire before the LoxD; and the Effects of it wild 


and raging. Where there is all Heat, and no 
Light, it doth not look like the illuminating Fire, 


which deſcendeth from above, but like that Which 
fumes from beneath, which is earthly, ſenſual, de- 


viliſh (c). 5 


) John xii. 35. (b) John xi. 10. le) James iii. 15. 


Excited and Directed. 7 
viliſt (c). Such was the Zeal which animated the 
Jeus of old; therefore the Apoſtle faid of them 
(a), I bear them Record, that they have a Zeal 
< for Gop, but not according to Knowledge.” 
They truly had a very great Fervour of Mind to 
aſſert and maintain the Rites of the Law, which 
Go himſelf gave unto them, by the Hand of Mo- 
ſes, and could not bear it that any one ſhould light 
and neglect them; and this they looked upon as 
a Zeal for Gop, and in their Heat rejected the 
Lord JesUs CHRIST himſelf; but all of this was 
a Zeal without Knowledge, not conſidering that 

| CarisT # the End of the Law for Righteouſueſs 
to every one that believeth (b): And becauſe they 
thus acted without Knowledge they Rtumbled, at 
that ſtumbling Stone, and their rejecting of 
CHRIST was no other, in Gop's Account, than 
their Unbelief, and Hardneſs of Heart; and all 
the Sufferings they laid upon their Fellou- Crea. 
_ tures, for their embracing the Religion of IEs us, 
by whom came Grace and Truth, were really but 
their perſecuting of them: So that inſtead of 
Zeal, truly ſo called, it was their own Paſſion; as 
it always will be, if it be not accompanied with 
Knowledge, to direct and guide it. Zeal is one 
of the beſt, or worſt Things in the World, ac- 
cording as it is directed to its Object, and other- 
wiſe ſuitably managed. There muſt be there- 
fore a clear Knowledge of the Goodneſs of what 
we ſo eagerly purſue, and the Evil of what we ſo - | 
: vehemently oppoſe, or we ſhall be led blind- | = 
4 fold, by our own lawleſs Paſhons, and be thrown © "8h 
1 into an unbridled Rage. And then, 3 = V 
| . | | — 2. Zea 


la) Rom. x, 7 8 lb) Rom. x. 4. 


2 A Zeal for good Works 

2. Zeal muſt be tempered withFrudence, Zeal is 
the Fervour of our Pafſions, and therefore tho? the 
Object it is converſant about be good, yet if there 
be no Prudence to temper, and allay the Heat, 
and direct its Courſe, it will become a lawleſs 
Fire, and an 8 Madneſs, and ſoon 
produce wild Effects, even in a good Cauſe, If 
the Paſſions be ever ſo keen, Prudence is profit- 
able to direct. So that, in the midſt of our Zeal, 
there is need of that Caution, (a) Be ye wiſe as 
Ser pents, aud harmleſs as Doves. There is need 
of the Serpent's Eye in the Dove's Head, 
Thus, Prudence muſt temper our Zeal in Pro- 
portion to the Nature, Weight, and Importance 
of Things, leſt, while we are carried away with 
an undue Heat about leſſer, and more trifling 

Matters, the very Out-lines of Religion, we are 
_ forgetful of the more eſſential Parts thereof, or 
cold, and indifferent, about Matters of the great- 
eſt Importance; and fo, like the Phariſees, we 
become very ſtrict, and rigid, about tit hing Mint, 
Anniſe, aud Cummen, and, at the fame Time, ne- 
glect the weightier Matters of the Law. 8 
As all Things are not of equal Worth, and Va- 
lue, ſo neither do all Things require, or deſerve 
equal Heat and Fervour of Mind; nor could our 
Nature bear it to be conſtantly ſcrewed up to the 
- utmoſt Pitch; it is Prudence, therefore, to reſerve . 
our Strength, and Vigour, for that which moſt 
demands them, and is worthy of them. A great 
| Heat about Matters of Indifferency, and a Cold- 
neſs about the Subſtantials of Religion, will argue 

either very groſs Ignorance, or fulſom Hypocriſy. 
15 1 Prudence 


| (a) Mattb. „ 


Excited and Directed. 5 = 
Prudence alſo muſt be tempered with our Zeal, 
in our Choice of the Means we fix upon to ac- 
compliſh our End, that we may not allow our- 
ſelves in any unjuftifiable Methods to obtain what 
wie are ſo eager in the purſuit of, or ſuppreſs what 
we are ſo hotly ſet againſt: For no pretended 
Zeal for God, and Religion, can vindicate a bad 
Action. *Tis the higheſt Diſhonour to God, to 
violate any of his Laws, and therefore, let Men 
pretend what they will, it is but a vicious, and 
not a virtuous, Zeal, to do evil that good may 
come of it. Whoſoever breaketh one of theſe leaft 
Commandments, and (hall teach Men ſo, ſaid our 
bleſſed Lord, (a) Hall be called lealt in the King- 
dom of Heaven, To violate Truth, and Faith, 
and trample upon Juſtice, and moral Honeſty, h 
that we may accompliſh our pretended Ends, of 
defending any religious Principle, or Praftice, or 
of ſuppreſſing any Evils we are violently ſet a- 
gainſt, is ourſelves to become guilty of Sin, un- 
der a Cloak of Holineſs. Hence Job ſpake of it, 
as a Thing to be abhorred (5), Will ye ſpeak wicks 
tal for God? Or talk deceiifully for him? Men 
may pretend the Cauſe of God, and Religion, in 
ſuch a Conduct; but really all their Zeal herein 
is no other than their own unbridled Paſfions of 
Wrath, Anger, Malice, Envy, Revenge, and the 
like. And therefore Prudence muſt direct us in 
the Choice of lawful, and juſtifiable Means, in 
our Zeal even for God, and Religion. 
And, again, Prudence muſt temper our Zeal, I \ "of 
to prevent our throwing all Things into Diſor- W 
der, and Confuſion. Tho' the End we propoſe. | _ | 
mould be ever ſo right, * the Means we 3 5 ii 
=” 8 5 


N n 


(a) Marth, v. 19. (b) Jeb xiii. 7, 


* 
— — et * * 


10 A Zeal for good Works 
Uſe of in the Proſecution of it, be ever fo juſti- 
able, yet, ſuch is the Weakneſs of the human 
Nature, that, the Hurry of our Paſſions, when 
wrought up to any great Height, will greatly en- 
danger the throwing of ourſelves, and all about 
us, into the utmoſt Diſorder, without a due 
Guard upon ourſelves, and the Manner of our 1 
Conduct. As it is ſaid of Anger, ſo muſt it be 
faid of Zeal, which carries Anger in the Compo; 
ſit ion of it, that it is a Fit of Madneſs, when it is 
let looſe, and without Reſtraint; and the beſt 
_ Cauſe in the Worldwill render it nevertheleſs ſo. 
Therefore the Apoſile ſpeaking of their Zeal, 
tho' about ſpiritual Things, in the xivth Chapter 
of the t Epiſile to the Cormthians, yet repro- 
ved them for what was diſorderly in their Church 
Aſſemblies, as their ſpeaking with Tongues, and 
one finging, another teaching, a Third uttering a 
Revelation, and their Women ſpeaking in the 
Church, and taking upon them to teach; and, 
ſaid he (a), if a Stranger ſhould come in among 
you, Will hz: not ſay that ye are mad? and he 
proceeded to exhort them (b), Let all your Things 
be donetoeaifying (c); for God is not the Author of 
Confuſion, but of Peace, as in all Churches of the 
Oats; and concluded his Diſcourſe to them, by 
faying (d), Let all Things be done decently, and in 
Order. That is, let your Zeal be tempered with 
Prudence. Jö; ẽ;—ẽ:r 
3. Zeal muſt be accompanied with Charity, | 
Charity is one of the Main, and moſt amiable 2 
Branches of the Chriſtian Religion; yea, all R- 
ligion is nothing without it (2); and it is never |} 
to be parted with, but upon abſolute Neceſſity; . 
2 | 5 . ard 


0 . 


60 v. g: 0 V. 26. (&) V. zz. 00 V. 40. (e) : Cor, xiii. 


Excited and Directed. " un. 
and then it is not, properly, a Want of Charity 
in us, but rather there is no Room for the Exer- 

ciſe of it. Hence, Charity is not to be broken in 
upon, and deſtroyed, upon every little and fri- 
volous Occaſion, no, nor upon any, for the gra- 
tifying our own Humour, or Paſſions. We are 
_ commanded, to follow Peace, with all Men (a), 
aud Holineſs, Peace is to be followed ſo far as it 
3s conſiſtent with real Holineſs; where Holineſs 
and Peace cannot go Hand in Hand, we muſt 
break Friendſhip with ſuch a Peace; but yet even 
this does not deſtroy our Charity, which is far 
more extenſive than Peace, and Friendſhip, but 
only thoſe that are evidently unholy are unwor- 
thy of it, in ſome particular Inſtances. ' 

It is not therefore a virtuous, but a vicious 
Zeal, that is an Enemy to Charity, and upon 
groundleſs Surmiſes, and upon the Account of 

human Weakneſſes, and ſmall and indifferent 
Matters, will deſtroy the Peace, and Love, and 
Charity, among Neighbours, and Friends. A fu- 
rious and out- ragious Zeal, that is injurious and 
abuſive to our Neighbours, is at beſt, but human 
Paſſion, not religious Zeal; And for Perſons to 
take away their Neighbours good Name unjuſtly, 
and facrifice their Reputation to their own pri- 
vate Reſentment, and bring grievous Evils upon 1 
them, upon their Intereſts, or upon their Bodies, . 9 
under a Pretence of doing Service for God, and \ 8 
his Churches, may, indeed, have a Shew of Zeal | 
for God, but is really not a Fervour of God's —_ 
. kindling. So Saul, in his Zeal, perſecuted the | | ; 
Churches, and verily thought that he ought to . |. 
do many Things contrary to the Name of Jeſu : | EE 
(a) Hob. xii. 14. | i _— _ - ** - 


12 A Teal for good Works 
of Nazareth (a).“ So the Jews, in their Zea 
| perſecuted the Diſciples of Chrift, of which our 
Lord forewarned them, ſaying, (b) © They ſhall 
put you out of the Synagogue, yea, the Time 
* cometh, when, whofoever killeth you, will 
© think that he doth God Service. And fo too, 
_ ſometimes, profeſſed Chriſtians have perſecuted 
one another, with their Anathema's and Curſes, ' 
and with corporal Puniſhment, and Death; and 
all for the Sake of ſome Difference in Sentiments, 
or Modalities in Religion, wherein real Holineſs 
has been little or nothing concerned: And moſt 
' uſually, under the Influence of ſuch an ungover- 
„ nable Zeal, the beſt of Men bave been liable unto the 
2 Wi | Worli of Treatment. 5 „ 1 Us 
[> . And now, unleſs we can tell how to cancel a 
L | very great and effential Part of the Divine Law, 
and convert the moſt outragious Vices of Anger, 
and Wrath, and Malice, and Envy, and Revenge, 
into the moſt amiable Grace of Charity, this can, 
by no Means, be looked upon as a religious Zeal ; 
but when our Zeal for God, and Religion, is ac- 
companied with our Charity to others, and our 


* 
» 
* - * — k 
, era wo with a ts £7 
2. , - 


bi; maintaining Love, and Peace, aud Unity, among 
{JE Fellow - Chriſtians, then is it a religious and virtu- 


WE | ous Zeal. ns TD: | 

; | From all of which we ſee the very great Dan- 
ger of a blind miſtaken Zeal, and what Need 
there is, in order to its becoming a Virtue in us, 
or, if you will, a Grace of the Divine Spirit, that 
our Zeal be guided by Knowledge, tempered with 
= Prudence, and accompanied with Charity. 

1 EY And having faid theſe Things, to guard us a- 
780 giuinſt the Danger, I ſhall now proceed unto — 
| | other 


Rf VV la) As xxvi. 9. (b) John xvi. 2. 


Excited and Directed. 13 


other Heads of Diſcourſe, in which there will be 
no great Difficulty, Wherefore, _ 


II. I am to conſider what are the good Works 
we are to be zealous of, or what our Zeal is to be 
employed about. And, in general, good Works 


are comprehenſive of our whole Duty; and ſo 


our Faith, which is but in order to Practice, is re- 
motely included in them, for that Faith is vain, 
and dead, that is without them. But then good 
Works more directly, and immediately intend, 
the Whole of our moral Conduct, that we be 


we de good 
and that we do good; or, all the Duties of moral 


Obedience. 


Let no Man, now, be ſo vain as to imagine, 
that this is ſuch a Preaching of Morality, as is 


inconſiſtent with the Tenor of the Goſpel Diſpen- 
ſation; for tho' we do not preach up good Works, 


as meritorious of Salvation, yet we do, and muſt 


preach them, as neceſſary to Salvation: Theſe: 
we are commanded to maintain (a); theſe our 
bleſſed Lord Himſelf hath taught us, and ſum- 


med them up in the two general Heads, of Love to 


Cod, and Love to our Neighbour (6) ; and they are 
ſuch an eſſential Part of Chriſtianity, that our 
great Maſter aſſures us, he will not diſpenſe 
with; therefore, ſaid he (c), © Think not that I 
am come to deſtroy the Law, or the Prophets; 
I am not come to deſtroy but fulfil ; for, verily 
© I fay unto you, till Heaven and Earth paſs, one 


* Jot, or one Title, ſhall in noways paſs from the 
Law, till all be fulfilled. So that this Morality 


is the ſame with Chriſtian Graces ; only, as bare 


Mora. 


(a) Tir. ili, 8. (b) Matth, xxl. 37, 39. (c) Marth, v. 17. 


1 A Zeal for good Works 


Morality conſiſteth in the doing what is, in its 
Nature, virtuous and good, without any regard 


to the Principle, and End, ſo, the Grace of Chri- 


ianity lies in the Practice of the ſame Duties, 
with a ſingle Eye to the Glory of God, and from 
Principles of Love, and Obedience to God, and 


Faith in Chriſt, and ſo are the Fruits, and Ef- 
fects, of the Operation of the Holy Spirit upon 


5 the Soul. But to be more particular, 


1. Good Works intend our ſincere Endeavour 


to do the Will of God, made known to us. The 


Law of God written on our Hearts, and more 


plainly revealed to us in his Word, is given to us 


to be an everlaſting Rule of our Conduct and Be- 
haviour ; and teaches us how we are to live unto 
God; and it remains indiſpenſibly obligatory upon 


us, after that we are brought to the Faith of the 
- Son of God, 28 well as before, and it never will, 
it never can, be aboliſhed. 


Now, our good Works are our Conformity un- 


to this Rule, and careful Obſervation of it, in all 
its Parts, in our daily Practice, and throughout 
the whole of our Walk. It our Works do, in any 


Article, fall ſhort of this Rule, they arc not per- 


fectly good, in a legal Senſe; and ſuch is the 
Weakneſs, and Imperfection of the very beſt of 


Men, in this Life, as that they do not come up 
to what the Law requires of them, but are defe- 
ctive in their beſt Services. But then, our ſin- 
cere Endeavour to conform to the Will of God, 


made known to us, is that Evangelical Perfection 
which a gracious God, will mercifully accept of, 


in the Room of a ſinleſs Obedience, thro' the 


ſpotleſs Obedience, and bitter Sufferings of his 


own dear Son: And ſuch an Evangelical Perfecti- 


n, 
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on, or ſincere and honeſt Endeavour to live up to 
what is requiredof us, in the Divine Law, from a 
Principle of Love to God, and Faith in Chriſt, is, 


the good Works which we are to be zealous ot; 
and they are the Fruits of the Spirit, produced by 


his bleſſed Influences in our Hearts, that our hea- 


venly Father may be glorified. "ax 
Theſe good Works are chiefly contained in the 
two Tables of the Divine Law, and denote, our 


ſincere Endeavour to worſhip, honour, and ſerve 


God, in all the Duties of a more ſtrictly religious 


Nature, and our ſerving our Generation, accord- 
ing to the Will of God, by doing unto all Men, 


gas we would they {ſhould do unto us. And tho? 
many may be our unallowed Defects, in theſe 
good Works, yet if we ſincerely aim at Perfecti- 
on, in doing the Will of God, and mourn over 
our ſhort Comings in Duty, and repair to the 
Blood of Chriſt for the Pardon of them, God will 


2raciouſly accept them, as good Works, and be 


Highly pleaſed with them. So, the Prayer of the 


Upright, the great Duty of the firſt Table, is his 


Delight (a): And 10, Charity, the great Duty 


of the ſecond Table, is a Sacrifice well-pleaſing 


unto God (Y). 


in any of their Intereſts, Theſe are, by Way of 
Eminency, called good Works, in the ſacred Scrip- 


zures. Thus our Saviour ſaid to the Fews (c), 


Many good Works have I ſhewed' you; which in- 


tends the many Acts of Service he had done a- 


mongſt them, to better them in all their Inte- 
reſts. And in this Epiſtle to Titus, good Works 
0 | | are 


(2) Prov. xv. 8. (b) Heb, xiii, 16. (c) Fohn x. 32. 


2. Good Works, more particularly mean ſuch | 
Things, whereby Mankind may be bettered by us, 


. — nor er T&D . 


r 


* 
1 
_—— — — 


ST. 


* 
l As 


R 
. "=> 
* 
"2 
1 
- 
. <= 
TRE. 
- 7 
"42 
- SY 
„ 
EM 
WS 
3 
"ky * 
* 


3 
ns "Y * 
2 

1 


wha ha A 


eat: 


a 
o 
— — 1 

« ET '» a 


— E 


ODIN 6 
2 GA. 


— 


— 


+. —„— 


. Zeal for good Works | 
«are ſpoken of, as of thoſe Things which are ſome 
Way or other benefici:l to Mankind: As (a) 
be ready to every good Mork; which is explained 
-in the following Words, © Speak evil of no Man, 
ebe no Brawlers, but gentle, ſhewing all Meek 
© neſs unto all Men.“ So (5), © maintain good 
6 Works, for theſe Things are good and profitable 
*.unto Men; and, again, (c) * Learn to main- 
© tain good Works for neceſſary Uſes, that ye be 
© not unfruitful.” So that good Works ſpecially 
dienote, our being, ſome Way or other, uſeful 
and beneficial to thoſe about us, and ſo they are 
comprehenſive, of our doing good to the Souls of 
Men, and endeavouring to promote their ſpiritu- 
al and eternal Intereſts, and our doing good to 
1 | the Bodies of Men, or promoting their temporal 
$S , y c 
| . Thus, good Works are a doing Good to the 
Souls of Men, and promoting their ſpiritual and 
1 eternal Intereſt. And this we do, by teaching 
IS and inſtructing of them, in the Things that per- 
tain to their everlaſting Welfare. So our bleſſed 
In 1 Lord went about doing good: And tho this is the 
L | | | more peculiar Office of the Miniſters of the Goſ- 
It. 8 pel, which may not be invaded by others, to be 
the Guides, Teachers, and Inſtructors of others, 
in the great Affairs of their Souls, yet, every 
| Chriſtian, according to his Ability, and Oppor- 
Vu tunity, may, with Delight, and without Arro- 
1 gancy, do ſomething in this bleſſed Work. 80 
ll | Parents, aud Maſters, are to teach their Children, 
iy and Servants, the good Knowledge of the Lord, and 
. | excite and encourage them to the Practice of Vir- 
= | tue and Rcligion ; and every private Chriſtian 
| may 
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may, at Times, have the Opportunity of direct- 
ing, and aſſiſting, and encouraging others, in the 


Duties of the Chriſtian Life, by their wiſe Coun- 


ſel, Advice, and Perſuaſion, by their meek Ad- 


monition and Reproof, and more eſpecially, by 


the good Example, which they ſet before others, 


of every amiable Virtue; that, as one expreſſeth 
it, (a) © By the ſecret and powerful Influence of 
a living Rule, which teaches Men without 


Trouble, and lets Men fee their Faults without 


© open Reproof and Upbraiding, they may al- 


jure them to the Practice of Sobriety, and 


* Temperance, Meekneſs, and Humility, Kind- 


_ © neſs, and the Fear of the Lord.“ 


And thus good Works are a doing good to the 


Bodies of Men, and promoting their temporal In- 
tereſt. This includes in it, to be ſure, our not 
hurting any in their Perſon, Name, or Eſtate, by 
Strife, or Reproach, or Unrighteouſneſs; but 


then, it further includes poſitive Duties in it, in 
our Acts of Kindneſs to our Neighbours, where- 
by we are helpful and ſerviceable to them, in 


any Buſineſs they are engaged in, or aſſiſting to 
them, under any Difficulties and Burdens, that 
lie upon them, or, our Acts of Charity, in Almſ- 
giving, for the Relief of the Diſtreſſed, feeding 


the Hungry, clothing the Naked, comtorting 


the Afflicted, and brightning up the Countenan- 


ces of thoſe that are ready to periſh, Thus Dor- 
eas is commended: for her good Works and Alm ſ 


deeds which Ihe did(b): And the Aroftle directed 


Timothy (e), to charge them that are rich in this 
Morld, that they do Good, be rich in good Works, 
i TH ready 


<a? Dr. Tillotſon. () Ads ix. 36. (c) 1 Tin, vi. 17, 18. 
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us. To be over- religious beyond the Command 


1 A Zeal for good Works 


ready to diſtribute: And not only is this the Duty 
of the Wealthy, and Great, who are ſurrounded 
with the Affluence of worldly good Things, but 
even the Pooreſt may, out of their deep Pover- 
ty, abound unto the Riches of Liberality. S0 


the Widow's two Mites (a), caſt into the Lord's 
8 has rendered her famous unto this Day. 


By ſuch good Works as theſe, doing all the 
Good we can, to the Souls and Bodies of others, 
we become the good Men, which are amiable in 
the Eyes of God, and the Delight of Mankind : 


And thefe are the good Works we are to be zeal- | 
_ ous of, But then, there are two Rules we muſt 


obſerve in our being zealous of theſe good 
Works. | „ 


1. That the Works done by us, are in the Na- 
ture of them good, and required of us. Tis effential 


to a good Work that it be a Duty and required of us: 


For Chriſtianity knoweth no Works of Supererogati- 
on. The Works we are zealous of muſt be good in 
their Nature, Uſe, and End; that is, they muſt 


be what the Lord our God hath required, in the 


Ten Commandments, or in ſome other poſitive 


Law. For that which is contrary to what God 


has appointed, by his Command, or Prohibiti- 
on, is Sin, as being a Tranſgreſſion of his Law. | 
And the Works mult be required of us in part icu- 
lar, that is, we muſt not go out of our own Line, 
and invade that of another, under a Pretence of 
Zeal for good Works: For God doth not require 


us to do another Man's Buſineſs, but our own (H); 


and we ſhall but ſhew ourſelves to be buſy-Bo- + |? 


dies, by taking upon us what does not belong to 


| 18 
(a) Marr xii. 42. üb) 1 Theſs. iv. 11. 


| Excited and Directed. 19 
is to be ſuperſtitious; and our Alms-Deeds are 
but meer , if not required of us, at 
the Time, and in the Degree, in which we dif- 
pere. 8 
2. Another Rule is, that we be careful as to 
the Manner of our doing our good Works; and 
that both with reſpe& unto ourſelves and others. 
With reſpe& unto ourſelves; our Frames muſt be 
| ſuitable to the Nature of the Thing to be done, 
our Principles muſt be the Authority of God 
commanding us, the Love of God alluring us, 
the Faith of Chriſt exciting and aſſiſting of us, 
in the Performance of our Duty, and our great 
End muſt be the Glory of God in all. For bad , 
Frames, Principles, and Ends, will ſpoil the beſt 1 
Action. Levity of Spirit, or a Mind following LD) 
after the World, in the Time of divine Wor- 
ſhip, will turn our Sacrifices into Abominati- 
ons. Fchu may drive on furiouſly, pretending 
Zeal for God, when it is all Self. A Phariſee 
may run about praying in the Streets, or in every 
_ Houſe, and take Care to diſtribute his Alms 
when others obferve him, and all to be ſeen of 
Men. The great Rule is (a), Whatever we do, 
do all to the Glory of God, And then, with re- 
{pect unto others; we muſt be careful not to give 
any juſt Cauſe of Offence unto any, or put a 
ſtumbling Block in their Way, nor needlefly 
break 1n upon the Peace and Comfort of human 
Society, or of particular Perſons, or deprive 
them of any of their juſt Rights: And here the 
Rule is, Let all Things be done to edifying (C). 
Having thus conſidered the good Works we are 
to be zealous of, I may now pals, 
. | 50 III. Ts 
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. Zeal for good Werks 


III. To ſhew what it is to be zealous of good 
Works. I have ſaid, that Zeal is the Heat and 
Fervour of our Affections and Paſſions, and then 


| | only 18 it good and laudable, when it Is guid e d b y 


Knowledge, tempered with Prudence, and accom- 


14 with Charity, and the Object of it muſt 
e Duty required by God, and required of us. 
Theſe Things being obſerved, tis eaſy now to 
lay what it is to be zealous of good Works; 
namely, That it is the Heat and Fervour of our 
Affections under a due Regulation, about the 


Things that are good, whereby God may be ho- 


noured, and ourſelves and others edified, and a- 


gainſt all that is oppoſite thereto. Particularly ; _ 


I. To be zealous of good Works is to have the 


Affections warmed, in the Purſuit of every 


Thing that is truly good. It is to have the Soul 
enflamed with earneſt Deſires after, love to, and 


delight in, good Works. Thus, it is to be ear- 


neſtly deſirous of the beſt Gifts, and to do the 
beſt Things. Not that this Fire burns with equal 
Heat in all true fle but ſomething of it 
there is in every Chriſtian. This is what his Soul 


breathes, and thirſteth, and longeth after, that he 


may be better, and do better; for this he earneſt- 
ly ſtrives, and prays with the Fſalmift, O that my 
Ways were directed to keep thy Statutes ; open mine 


yes, that I may behold. the Wonders out of thy 


Laws; teach me to do thy Will, O God; and lead 
me in the Way everlaſting. His Heart's Deſire is, 
that he may abountl in the Fruits of Righteoul: 
neſs, which are to the Praiſe and Glory of God, 
by Jeſus Chriſt, Thus Zeal is an inflamed Love 


to 
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to the Things that are good; a ſupream Love to 
God and Chriſt, an ardent Love to the Truths of 
God, and a contending earneſtly for the Faith 
once delivered unto the Saints, a fervent Love to 
the Worſhip of God, to his Sabbaths, his Houſe, 
bis Word, his Ordinances, and to the Purity and 
Z Holineſs of them; and an univerſal Charity to 
Mankind, unfeigned Love to one another, eſpe- 
2 cially to the Honſhold of Faith; a glowing Af- 
fection to the Proſperity and flouriſhing of the 
Kingdom and Intereſt of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
in the World; and an hearty bewailing the me- 
lanchol. Condition of Sion, when her Gold is 
changed and become dim, and the precious Sons 
thereof, comparable to fine Gold, are eſteemed as 
earthen Pitchers. Thus Zeal is a raiſed Delight in 
dJioing good; the Soul ſtanding ready bent there- 
fore, and prepared to every good Work, taking 
Pleaſure in being fervent in Spirit ſerving the 
Lord, and in laying itſelf out in the Works of 
Piety and Devotion, Righteouſneſs and Truth, 
Charity and Beneficence, and never better ſatis- 
fed than when it is improving its Strength, and 
Time, and Talents, in Services for God, and our 
Generation, and ſo to be always abounding in the 
Work of the Lord. 4 | 1 
2. To be zealous of good Works is, to have the 
Affections warmed, and ſtrongl y ſet againſt every 
Thing that is really oppoſite to good Works. 
Zeal goes into our ſeparating Affections, as well 
as cloſing Ones. Tis not only the Heat of our 
Deſire, Love, Delight, and Joy, but the Heat of 1 
our Fear, Averſion, Anger, Reſentment, and the _ q 
like; and when thefe are duly warmed againſt all 
that ſtandeth in oppoſition to that which is —_ f 
5 4 | - $00 


22 A. Zeal for good rl 
good, then are we zealous of good Works. Zeal | 
is the burning of our Affectious againſt a Thing, 


as well as for it; and therefore carries in it an 


Heat of Sorrow, Grief, Anger, and Indignation, 
at every Thing that is really ſinful, when it ap- 
peareth ſo to us. Zeal, in the Cbriſtiaus will, to 
be ſure, in the firſt Place, fill him with Grief, 
and Indignation, at his own Sins : He will be ex- 
ceeding ſorry, and deeply humbled, that ever he 
has, acted ſo foooliſh and mad a Part, as to rebel 
againſt the God that made him, that he has been 
ſo baſe and ingrateful to his kind Benefacor and 
merciful Redeemer ; the Thought of it pierces 
him to the Heart, and makes him to walk ſoftly, 
and in the Bitterneſs of his Soul, and fires him 
with an holy Sn againſt himſelf, and Indig- 
nation at his Sin, and Revenge upon it. The 
Language of our 
pent (a). He that is truly zealous of good Works 
is a true Penitent: His Soul is on Fire to mortify 

Sin in him, and ſubdue the corrupt Workings of 


d is that, Be zealous and e 


his depraved Mind; he ftrives earneſtly to gain | 


the Maſtery over the Fleſh, and can be contented 
with nothing leſs than the Death of Sin in him. 


So the Apoſtle obſerved of the penitent Corinthi- 


ans (), What Carefulneſs it wrought in them, yea, 
what Indignation, yea, what Fear, yea, what vehe- 
ment Deſire, yea, what Zeal, yea, what Revenge. 
And then, the zealous Chriſtian, having reform- 
ed his own Heart, and Life, is filled with Indig- 
nation at Sin in others, and can fay with the 
Pſalmiſt, I beheld Tianſgreſſors, and was grie- 

ved (c). It is a Grief of Heart to him to fee | 
others tranſgreſſing the holy and righteous 5 

) Rev. iii. 19. (b) 2 Cor, vii. 11. (c) P/alm exix. 158. 
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| of God, and it inflames hic with Revenge, in 


his holy Endeavours to ſuppreſs growing Wicked 


neſs, in the Place where he lives; it fires his Soul 

to ſee any ſetting themſelves in oppoſition to the 
Work of God, and vexes him to ſee or hear, 

their filthy, unrighteous, and ungodly Converſa- 


tion, and he openly bears his Teſtimony againſt 
all their ungodly Deeds. This is, in ſhort, to be 


zealous of good Works. Iam now, in the laſt Place, 


IV. To evidence that the Rodec med of the Lord 
are zealous of good Works. It is ſaid in my Con- 
text, Chriſt gave himſelf for us, that he might re- 


deem us from all Iniquity, aud purify us unto him- n 


ſelf a peculiar People, zealous of good Works ; they 
then that are redeemed by Chrift are a People 
zealous of good Works. Not that every true 


Chriſtian is equally zealous, nor ought they to be 


{o, becaule every one is not of equal Capacity; 
yet every true Chriſtian will have in him, at leaſt 


when his Graces are in Exerciſe, which they 
ſhould be continually, more or leſs of a holy 


Fervour of Soul for good Works; and needs muſt 


it be ſo. Becauſe, 


1. Our Redemption by Chriſt does not free us 


from our Obligation to obey the Law of God, 


but renders our Obligation the ſtronger. He has 


not the Heart of a Chriſtian in him, who think- 


eth, that Chriſt, by redeeming of him, meant to 
releaſe him from his Obedience to God: Which 
made the Apoſtle ſay, with ſome Warmth of In- 
dignation (a), Do we then make void the Law 
through Faith ? God forbid; yea, we eſtabliſh the 
e e 7 ory | Law, 
15 (a) Rom. iü. 31. . 
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| A Zeal for good Worts 
Lau. Indeed, the Chriſtian is not under the Law, 
as a Covenant of Works, and ſo bound to every 
Tota as that the leaſt Failure therein ſhall procure 
his Condemnation, for Chriſt has taken him un- 


der a Diſpenſation of Grace, and has provided 


for him a perfect Righteouſneſs, by his own ſin- 
leſs Obedience, as well as bitter Sufferings, where- 


: in he may be accepted. But tho' the perfect 


Righteouſneſs of Chriſt be imputed unto him, 
yet it is not to releaſe him from his Obedience to 


the Divine Law, but to render his defective Obe- 
dience, as well as his Perſon, acceptable unto 
God. It would be to undermine the great Deſign 


of Chriſt's Incarnation and Death, to ſuppoſe, that 
he came to free ns from moral Obedience, becauſe 
this would at once take away our Obligations to 
glorify God, and lead holy Lives. So that the Re- 
deemed of the Lord are ſtill lett under Obligations 


to obey the Divine Law; and their Obligations are 


ſo far from being weakened, that they really be- 


come the ſtronger for their being redeemed by 


Chriſt: Becauſe, over and beyond the Authority 


of our Sovereign commanding us, here is ſuper- 


added the Injunction of our dear Redeemer, and 
the bright Example which he hath ſet us, and 
the conſtraining Force and Power of his redeem- 
ing Love, Chriſt hath loved us, and died for us, 


that he might waſh away our Sins in his own 


Blood; he has purchaſed Pardon, Grace, and Life, 


for us, and that at the Expence of his own Life; 
and what is the neceſſary Fruit, and Conſequence 
of this Love and Grace, reſpecting the Redeem» 


ed of the Lord, but to draw forth their fervent 
Affection to him, that, in the Warmth of their 


Alffections to him, they may heartily mourn that 


ever 
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ever they hape pierced him, and may be ſtudi- 
ous to pleaſe him? That is, to be zealous of good 
Works. Hence the Apoſtle thus argueth, * The 
Love of Chriſt conſtrainetk us; becauſe we 
© thus judge, that it one died for all, then were all 
dead; and that he died {or all, that they which 
live ſhould not henceforth live unto them» 
5 jelves, but unto him that died for them? (a). 
2. A Zeal for good Works is a Proof of the 

Truth of our Faith, and therefore the Redeemed | 
of the Lord will be zealous of good Works. The 
Redeemed of the Lord, and the true Believer, 
mean the ſame Perſon, But there can be no 
true Believer, where there is not, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, at leaſt, a Zeal for good Works; becauſe 
good Works are the genuine Effects, and Proot of 
our Faith. The Apoſtle therefore {aid (b), Faith 
worketh by Love (e); and purifieth the Heart. Our 
good Works, indeed, cannot juſtify us before 
God, becauſe the beſt of them are imperfect, and 
as filthy Rags; ſo that no Man can be juſtified, 
in the Sight of God, by the Deeds of the Law. 
The only procuring Cauſe of our Juſtification, 

before God, is the meritorious Obedience and 

Sufferings of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we 

are provided of a Righteouſneſs every Way equal 
to the Demands of the Law, and Juſtice of God: 
And it is by Faith that we apprehend, or lay hold 
on, or receive this Righteouſneſs of Chrift, in 
which we appear before God, as without Fault. 
But then, there is a counterfeit and falſe Faith, 
as well as a true one, a Faith that is but a meer 
Fancy, or a bold Preſumption : And what have 
we to prove the Truth of our Faith ? Truly, nc- 
oe. = thing 

(a) 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. (b) Gal. v. 6. (e) As vx. g. 


— 


0) 


" 
7 e £Y PR oy * OT 
FF Je. uy 8; ent 
8 2 — 1 * 5 hap 
— * — 


26 A Zeal for good Works 
thing but our good Works, without which all our 


Pretenſions to Faith are vain, and fruitleſs There 


fore the Apoſtle James ſaid (a) Shew me thy Faith 
wit hout thy Works, (that is, if thou canſt,) I will 
eu thee my Faith, by my Works : — — wilt thou 


know, O vain Man, that Faith without Works is 


dead? He therefore that has true Faith, will be, 


in ſome Meaſure zealons of good Works: ' His 


Faith in Chriſt will operate in him, to purify 


him from the Love of Sin, and produce in him a 
Love to Holineſs, and fo enflame him, more o 


leſs, with a Zeal for good Works. 


It will be but a vain Plea, another Day, I am 


a Chriſtian, I believe in Chriſt, and I truſt to be 


ſaved by the Merits of his Obedience and Suffer- 


ing, if there be not this Proof of our Faith, that 
it ſanctifies us, and purifies our Hearts; that it 


deriveth Grace from Chriſt to ſerve God now in 


Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, as well as Grace to 


find Acceptance with God hereaſter. So that un- 


leſs our Faith makes us zealous of good Works, it 


is after all but the Faith of Hypocrites, and will 
ſtand us in no Stead in the Day of Reckoning, as 


it is of no real Service to us in the Day of Trial. 


3. Good Works are abſolutely neceſſary to, 
and a great Part of, our eternal Redemption, and 
thereforefore the Redeemed of the Lord are, and 
will be zealous of them. That good Works are 
abſolutely neceſlary to our Redemption, is evi- 


dent from the whole Scope and Deſign of the Goſ- 


pel-Revelation, which is calculated to direct and 
excite us to the Performance of them. The Grace 


of God appearing in the Goſpel, teaches them, de- 
mands them, enforces them with many and weighty 
5 5 Arguments, 


la) James ii. 18, 20. 
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Arguments; our very Faithand Regeneration, are 
but in order to them, and cannot ſubſiſt without 


them. We are his Workmanſhip created in Chriſt e- 


ſus, unto good Works, which God hath fore-ordain- 
ed that we ſhould walk in them (a). Whomſoever 


God hath fore-ordained unto Life and Salvation, 


by Jeſus Chriſt, he hath alſo fore-ordained that 
they ſhould walk in good Works ; he hath choſen 


us in Chriſt, that we ſhould be holy, and with» 
out blame before him; and we muſt walk wor- 
thy of the Lord unto. all well-pleaſing, being 


- fruitful in all Goodneſs, if we would be made meet 


to partake. of the Inheritance of the Saints in 
Light, There is no getting to Heaven without 


Holineſs, Without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the 
Lord (b). Heaven 1s too pure and holy a Place 
for the Unholy, the Prophane, the Unrighteteous, 


the Unmerciful, ever to partake of the Joys, 


the Society, the Employments thereof. 
No Man is or can be redeemed without good 


Works, which are an eſſential Part of our Re- 


demption. Chriſt gave himſelf for us to redeem us 


from all Iniquity, and purify us unto himſelf; till 


therefore we are purified from Iniquity, and are 
become a peculiar People, zealous of good 
Works, we are not redeemed. To be redeemed with- 


out good Works, is a perfect Contradiction. We ſhall 


remain under the Power of our ghoſtly Enemies, 


Slaves to Sin and Satan, and bound over to ſuffer 


the Vengeance of eternal Fire, until there is pro- 


duced in us, more or leſs, a Zeal for good Works. 
Let no Man deceive you, my Brethren, with 
vain Words; good Works go into the very Nature 


and Eſſence of your Redemption; and your 


1 | Hearts 
(a) Eph. ui, 10. (b) Heb. xii. 14. 
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is to deliver you from t 


| 4 Zeal for good Works 3 
Hearts are not enlarged, nor are you vindicated 
into the Liberties of the Children of God, unleſs 
you run the Way of the Divine Commandment; 
and ſerve God in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, 


The Work of the divine er upon your Hearts, 


and tranſlate you into the Kingdom of God's dear 


Son; that ye may be a choſen Generation, a roy- 


al Prieſthood, an holy Nation, a peculiar People, 


that ye ſhould ſhew forth the Praiſes of him, who 
hath called you out of Darkneſs into marvellons 


Light, 


From all which it ſufficiently appears, that the 


Redeemed of the Lord are, and will be a People 


zealous of good Works. But it is Time that J 


| proceed to make ſome Application of what has 


been ſaid, and I crave your Patience while I 


bring it down to ourſelves, and our own Time, in 


three Uſes. | 


Us I. The Want of 4 Zeal of good Work | 
ſhould be Matter of deep Humiliation and Abaſe- 


ment of Soul to us. Becauſe where there is no 
Zeal of good Works, ſuch have upon them no 


comfortable Tokens of their being the Redeemed 


of the Lord: And if any thing in the World can 
be Matter of deep Humiliation, and inward 


Grief and Mourning of Soul to us, ſurely, this 
mult needs be ſo, to ſee ourſelves, or our Neigh- 
bours, our Acquaintance and Friends, our near 


Relations, and boſom Companions, deſtitute of 
the Tokens of Salvation, without Chriſt, and 


without God, and without all comfortable Hope 
in this World, of their being happy in the next. 
And is not this the Caſe of many among us? We 
all call our ſelves Chriſtians, indeed, and enter- 
„ JJC „ tain N 
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tain ſome Hope that we are among the Redeem- 


ed of the Lord; but ſhould we not be aſhamed of 
our Hope, if we did but ſeriouſly conſider, that, 


with reſpe& to many of us, we are at ſo great a 
Diſtance from a Zeal of good Works, as that ei- 


ther we are luke-warm, cold and indifferent, 
concerning them, or are zealouſly ſet for the con- 
trary ? „ = | | 


If we look ahout us, may we not plainly ſee Is 


that a very great Part, if not the moſt of our 
People, have a Fervour of Mind carrying them 
out' after that which is evil, and ſinful, whether 


they think ſo or no? Whence elle is their eager 
Purſuit of the World, at all Hazards, their Un- 


righteouſneſs, Oppreſſion, Tricking, Cheating, 


| Falſe-dealing, Breach of Promiſe, and the like ? 


Whence elſe is their Reviling, Intemperance, 


 Lewdneſs and Debauchery ? Whence is their Pro- 


phanation of the Lord's Name, and Day, their 


Slight of his Ordinances, and their Scoffs at ſeri- 
ous Godlineſs, and their Oppoſition. to vital Reli- 


gion? Whence the ill Carriage of Perſons in their 
ſeveral Relations, together with the Spirit of Ly- 


ing, Cenſoriouſneſs, Raſh-judging, Reviling, and 


calumniating one another? Whence the many 


deep laid Plots to accompliſh wicked Devices, to 


alienate Friends, to inflame Neighbourhoods, to 


embroil Families, and to kindle Strife and Diviſion 
in Church and State? I ſay, whence are theſe, 
and many other Evils, that are rife in the World, 


but from a Zeal in many to do wickedly? They 


are not only unto every good Work reprobate, 
but they ſtudy to do Miſchief, they follow after 


| it with Greedineſs, and are never better pleaſed 


than 
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20 A Zeal for good Works 


than when they are gratifying their Luſts. So, 


as the Prophet ſpeaks, They draw Iniquity with 
Cords of Vanity, and Sin as itOwere with Cart- 
ropes (a): | 


Oh! What Pains do many take to damn them- _ 


ſelves! If they would but take the ſame Pains to 


get to Heaven, which they do to go to Hell; if 
[4 


ey would but ſerve Gor and CHRIST, with 


as much Zeal as they ſerve the Devil ; Happy, 


happy might it be with them for ever. And car 


we ſee this Madneſs in the Hearts of Men, our 


' Neighbours, and Friends; can we ſee them im- 


piouſly contending with their Maker, and madly | 
cutting and wounding, and damning their own 


Souls, and not pity them, and pray for them, and 


mourn over them, and lament the diſmal Effe s 


of the Apoſtacy of the human Nature? 
And as for thoſe that do not run the ſame 
Length with others in their Exceſſes of Riot, is 
there not a Lukewarmneſs, a cold Indifferenc 


upon them, as to the Things of Gop and Religi- 


on? How cold are their Affections in their Re- 


gards to ſpiritual, divine, and heavenly Objects? 


How unconcerned are they about an Intereſt in 


CRRIS r, and the Salvation of their own Souls? 
How backward are they to the ſpiritual Duties of 


reading, and hearing the Word of Gop, of Me- 
ditation, and Prayer? Or how off- handedly do 
they perform them? Upon what trifling Excu- 
ſes; and vain Pleas, do they abſent themſelves 
from the Houſe of Gop, and turn their Backs 


upon his holy Ordinances ? Or if they attend up- 


on them, is it not, often, more for Faſhion Sake, 


to do as others do; or to ſee, and be ſeen, in their 
© Fi gn E Finer y, 


fa) Ja. v. 18. 
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| Excited and Directed. 1 31 
Finery, or, it may be, pleaſed with the ſoundin 
Voice, and agreeable Geſture of him that mini- 
ſtreth in holy Things, and without any ſerious 
Regard to the Honour of Go p, and their o. n 


ſpiritual and eternal Welfare © 
And may we not obſerve the ſame Spirit ſof In- 
differency, and want of Zeal, in Acts of Benefi- 


gence and Kindneſs to one another? How coldly 


do many receive the Propoſals of doing Good to 


their Neighbours? And if it call for their Thought, 


their Labour, or their Intereſt, how loth are they 


to be brought to any Expence about it? Verily, 


| ſuch a Want of Zeal for good Works, is that Luke- 


warmneſs which is peculiarly offenſive to the ho- : 


ly Lord J=$8vs CHRIST, and for whichhe has 


threatned to ſpew ſuch out of his Mouth (a). And 
wherever we ſee ſuch a Want of Zeal in others, 
and much more if we find the Want of it in our- 
ſelves, it is a Lamentation, and ſhould be for a 


Lamentation; eſpecially, when we conſider our- 
. ſelves the Deſcendants of thoſe brave Men, who 


were remarkably eminent for their being zealous 


of good Works, as the Fathers, and firſt Planters 


of this Land were. | 


Us E II. Let this ſerve to put us upon the 
Trial of our Zeal whether it be good, or no; and 


truly a Zeal for good Works, or otherwife. That 


there is a Spirit of Zeal fallen upon many Per- 
ſons, in various Parts of our Land, is too evident 
to be denied. But when we conſider, that Zeal 
1s, in itſelf, no other than the human Paſſions 


and Affections greatly heated, and ſtirred up, we 
may plainly lee, that there is ſomething more 


re- 


(a) Rev. iii. 16. „„ ä — 


| requiſite, than barely the Fervour of the Paſſions, | 


to denominate it a religious and good Zeal, And 


I think the great Criterion to which we muſt 


bring it, is this of the Apoſtle, zealous of good 
Works, For, though it be good to be zealouſly affe- 
Fed, always, in a good Thing; yet Perſons may 
be zealoully affected, und uot well, 5 
And, I readily acknowledge, That ſo far as 


there is to be found, upon any, a warm Indigna- 


tion againſt Sin, a ſtrong Deſire to be delivered 
from the Guilt, and Pollution of it, and the Curſe 


that belongs to it; an inflamed Thirſt of Soul af- 
ter CuRr1sT, the only Saviour from Sin and 
and Wrath, and a deep Concern of Mind to be 


intereſted in his great Salvation; a fervent Love 
to Mankind; and an exceeding Carefulnefs to 
walk according to the Rules of the Goſpel, in a 
ſober, righteous, and godly Life; ſo far this 
Zeal is juſtly to be termed à religious Zeal, and 
J doubt not but it is from the ſpecial Operation 


of the Holy Spirit of GoD, who worketh in us to 
will and to do. And I bleſs Go p, that there are 


fo many Inſtances of this Zeal to be found among 
us, poſſibly more than uſual, both in the Mini- 
ſters of the LoxpD being more fervent, and a- 
bundant in their Labours, laying themſelves out 
in the Service of the Goſpel of CHRIS T, and for 
the Salvation of the precious immortal Souls com- 
mitted to their Charge; and in many Perſons 
earneſtly enquiring what they ſhall do to be ſav- 
ed, willing to ſubmit themſelves to the Inſtru- 


Ciion of the Word, and therefore more diligently 
attending upon the Houſe and Ordinances of 


GoD, as the bleſſed Means of conveying CHRIST, 
and his ſaving Benefits, unto their Souls, And I 
| Pray 


Increaſe them yet more and more. 
Nevertheleſs, foraſmuch as there is a falſe Zeal, 

and all is not a Zeal for Gop and Religion, that 
at firſt ſeemeth to be ſo, ſuffer me, my dear 


Trike and Directed. 22 : 


pray the good Lox p of his abundant Mercy, to 


Brethren, with all Calmneſs, and without O£ 


fence unto any, to make Trial of ſome Things 
that are, or have been common among us, ( if we 
are not all impoſed upon by uncertain Rumours,) 
whether they are to be termed Zeal, in the reli- 


gious and good Senſe of the Phraſe, yea, or no, 
And here, be pleaſed to call to mind, that to 
render our Zeal right, or reduce the Fervour of 


our Aﬀections and Paſſions under due Regulation, 
which is a great Part of the Buſineſs of true Reli- 
gion, not only muſt the Object, about which our 
Zeal is converſant, be good, but it muſt be Duty 
required of us, and be guided by Knowledge, 


tempered with Prudence, and accompanied with 
Charity. BE: 1 _ 


And now, my Brethren, Is it Zeal, I mean Zeal 


for Go D, and Religion, rightly fo called, to ſet up 
an unlearned, and ignorant Miniſtry in the 
Church of CHRIST, that have no Pretenſions to 


any extraordinary Call from Gop, only becauſe, 


it may be, they are good Men, can read Engliſh, 
ſpeak tolerable Senſe, and give a good Exhorta- 
tion, and have Aſſurance enough to go into the 


awful Desk, or gather Crowds around them elſe- 
Where? Or, is it Zeal in our People to flock af- _ 
ter them in Droves, and turn their Backs, with 


Contempt enough upon their own able and faith- 
ful Miniſters, which are of CHRIS T's Appoint- 


ment, that they may gratify their vain Curiolity, 


r, 
(a) 2 Tim. iv., 3. 
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> 


or, to ſpeak in the Language of the Apoſtle (a), 
' After their own Luſts to heap up to themſelves Teach- 
ers, having itching Ears? Sure I am, that the 
Divine Law has drawn a ſacred Incloſure about 
the miniſterial Office, both under the Old Tefta- 
ment, and the New : And therefore this cannot 
be a Zeal guided by Knowledge. © 
Or, is it Zeal, in Miniſters of the Goſpel, to 
ramble from Place to Place, where the golden 


Candleſticks are illuminated with burning and 


' ſhining Lights, and where the true Doctrines of 
the Goſpel are diſpens'd, in Simplicity, and with 
Power, and unasked, yea, without their Know- 


ledge, invade other Shepherds Flocks, and play 


the Biſhop in another Man's Office; at the fame 
Time leaving their own Flocks deſtitute of the 
ordinary Means of Grace? Sure Iam, that ſuch 


Things are contrary to the plain Laws of the 
Goſpel; and therefore cannot be a Zeal according 


to Knowledge. 


But ſtay, Sir, will ſome Men ſay, here is no- 


thing meant in all this but Good; and may not a . 


great deal of Good be done by it ? 


In Anſwer to which, I ſay, I very well know 


that Gop can bring Good out of Evil, and I truſt 
he will do ſo, But will this vindicate us, or any 


Men, in doing what they, or we, ought not to do? 


J thought the Apoſtle had ſufficiently determined 


$8” 


(), That no Man may do Evil, that Good max 


come of it. Nor will any diſtant Hope of doing 


Good vindicate our going out of our own Line, 


without a plain Call of Providence; becauſe this 


is to go out of Gor's Way; and I don't know 
what Right we, or any Men, have to hope that 
EE. Sie any 
la) 2 Tim, iv. 3. (b) Rom. iii. 8. 


_ Excited and Directed. 
any Good will follow upon going out of Gop's 
8 Or Is it Zeal, in any Preachers artfully to 

wind themſelves into the Affections of the People, 
and ſtir up their Paſſions, by the Powers of Ora- 


tory, without conveying due Light into the rea- | 


ſonable Minds of their Hearers, (without which 
they will never be Chriſtians, let their Paſhons 
burn ever ſo fiercely, ) and to take Pains to puzzle 
them in their Religion, and at the ſame Time re- 
proach their faithful Miniſters, whom they know 
not, as Phariſees, Hypocrites, andcarnal Forma- 
lifts ? What deeper Scheme can be laid to lead a 
People where ſuch Men pleaſe? And truly, my 
Brethren, had I not, at preſent, more charitable 
Thoughts of ſome ſuch, I ſhould be ready, from 
this alone, immediately to conclude, that they 
were deſigning to overthrow the pure Religion of 
the Country. _ | 3 | 
Or, Is it a Zeal for Gop, perſonally to addreſs 
ſuch as are deſervedly of good Reputation for Re- 
ligion, both by their Profeſſion and their Lives, 
and ſuch as it may be they never ſaw before, and 
know nothing of unbecoming the Goſpel of 
_ CHRIST, and ſurprize them with the ſhocking 
Sound, Tou are unconverted, you are unregenerate, 
you are. im a damnable State ; when, it may be, 
the Perſons they ſo addreſs are really good and 
holy Perſons, and ſo what they affirm is falſe in 
Fact, or, if they ſhould not happen to be real ſe- 
rious Chriſtians, tis never the leſs falſe in them, 
| becanſe they know it not? Whoſe Name do 
{ach Teachers come in? Whole Spirit are they 
influenced by? Verily, This is not a Zeal go- 
verned by Knowledge, Prudence, or Charity. 

e E Again, 


26 + Zeal for- good Works . 
Again, Is it Zeal in Perſons, when their Fer- 


vour breaks out in ſuch Things as are really no 


Part of Religion, or wherein Religion is but little 
concerned, I mean, if their Neighbours are not 
Juſt of their Opinion, and Practice, yea, and Ex- 


perience too, in Religion; if they do not ſpeak, 


exactly in the ſame Strain, about the new Birth, 
if they have not felt the ſame violent Pangs and 
Twinges of Conſcience, and been affected with 
the ſame Meaſure of Humiliation, and Sorrow of 


Soul for Sin, which, they ſay, they have telt, 


and been affected with; preſently to conclude, 


and pronounce, that they are unconverted, and 


in a damnable State, having never truly repented 


of Sin, and come to CyRIsT that they may be 
ſaved by him? Such Perſons may think, that 
they of all Men are ſure of Heaven, and damn all 
whom they imagine are not caſt in the ſame 
Mould with them: But, let me tell you, this 


Zeal looks more like the wild Fire of human Paſ- 


ſions, Pride, and Self- conceit, to ſay no worſe, 
than a true Zeal for Gop; becauſe it is deſtitute 


of the Chriſtian Graces, of Meekneſs, and Humi- 
lity, Love, and Charity, which are {o eſſential 


to the Chriſlian Religion: Nor know I any Spirit 


more oppoſite to the Spirit of the Goſpel. 


Again ; Is it Zeal to practiſe unlawful Methods 


to propagate a Cauſe, wherein, even Religion, and 
the Honour of God, may be concerned? May we 


kill our Neighbour to do Gop Service > Or, may 


we reproach and ſtain his Character, and blaſt his 


Name under a Pretence of advancing the Glory 


of Gop? Isthe Spirit of Calumny, and Reproach, ; 
and Reviling, and Slander, and Lying, which, it 
is to be feared, has very much prevailed among 
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| Ercited ond Dir . 37 
many of thoſe that have been very zealous, in 
the preſent Affair, by the great Complaints of it, 
( ſomething of which alſo J have known, and felt,) 
I fay, is this Spirit a Token of the Work of Go 


upon them, and their being truly zealous in his 


Cauſe? Verily, my Neighbours, all the Preten- 
fions in the World, to Zeal for Gop, will not al- / 


ter the Nature of Good and Evil. Lying will be 


Lying, and Calumny will be Calumny; let Men 


do what they will. And do not ſuch Things look 


like the Heat of human Paſſions, of Men having 
an high Opinion of themſelves, and a low Opt- 


nion of others? And where Zeal breaks out ſo fu-< 
riouſly in the unjuſt Cenſures of the Tongue, is 


it not very probable, that it is only the Want of 
Power that prevents their being as furious in the 
Cruelty of their Actions? And their preateſt 


Fondneſs for thoſe of their own Party, if I may 
uſe the Phraſe, will not atone for this Spirit tos 


wards them that differ from them | 
Or, 18 11 Zeal, in ignorant and weak People, 


who, poſſibly, may have ſome good Diſpoſitione, 
to run about, filling their Neighbour's Ears with 


paſſionate Outcries, and enflaming their Paſſions, 


till their Breaſts ſwell, and are ready to burſt, and 


their Blood is ready to fly out in their Faces, and 
they are almoſt entirely bereft of their Reaſon, 
and, it may be, join with them in one hideous 


 Exclamation, and the beſt Account they can give 


of it is, that they cannot help it? Or is it Zeal 


. oe ſuch Perſons to pretend Trances, and Viſions 


of CHRIST, and Heaven, and Hell, and the State 
of Perſons in the unſeen World? I wonder they 


have not yet pretended Inſpiration alſo! Hearken, 
my beloved Brethren, do we not diſtinguiſh the 
Pet : human 


ge 


- 
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human Paſſions, by the Manner of their work- 
ing, and the Effects of them; and the working 


of the Spirit of GoD, upon the human Paſſions, 


by his Manner? Is it not the natural Working of 
the human Paſſions, more or leſs, to put us be- 
fide ourſelves, and out of our own Government, 
by hindering the free Exerciſe of our Reaſon ? 


And is it not the Working of the Holy Spirit, up- 
on our Paſſions, to direct, and regulate them, to 


convey clearer Light to our Minds, that we may 


act as Men? Does the Holy Spirit deſign to deprive 
us of our Reaſon, to make Chriſtians of us? Does 
not he ever adapt himſelf to our rational Nature, 


in all his open Offers, and inward Strivings with 
us? Which neceſſarily ſuppoſe the free Exerciſe 
of our Reaſon; or how ſhould we comply with 
his Motions and Strivings with us? Or, be faulty 
if we did not? Would it not look more like the 


workings of the Spirit of Go p, upon the Hearts of 


People, for them, under a deep Concern of Soul 


for their eternal Salvation, to retire to their ſe- 


cret Devotions, and humble themſelves before 
God, in a Senſe of their Sins, and earneſtly beg 
Help from him, that they may be led to a ſaving 
_ Cloſure with the Lord Jesus CRHRIS r, by a true 
and a lively Faith, and to an unfeigned Repen- 
tance, and Life of Holineſs, and go to their Mini- 


ſter to direct them wherein they need Direction, i 


and improve their moſt ſerious Thoughts upon 
what they ſhall do to be ſaved, and immediately 


ſet upon the doing of it? And does it not look 
like an heated Imagination, warm Paſſions, and 


the Spirit of a Phariſce, who prayed in the Streets, 
and gave Alms to be ſeen of Men, and to have 
Honour from them, for Perſons to neglect their 

OR | | HBuſi- 
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Buſineſs, and run about, from Houſe to Houſe, 
and from Town to Town, to tell the World what 

they feel, and what they do 
And, that J may not quite tire you, finally; 
Ts it Zeal to diſturb and interrupt the Worſhip of 
God, with the Ungovernableneſs of human Paſ- 
ſions, and ſuch confuſed Clamours, and Diſor- 
ders, as have been in ſome Places, which it is a 
Shame to ſpeak of, and ſhocking to think of? Has 
_Gop no Right to his Worſhip becauſe ſome are 
acted by lawleſs Paſſions? Or, is the End of Wor- 
ſhip anſwered by ſuch Diſorders? Or, if we were 
all generally thrown into like Diſorders, muſt we 
for ever give up all Worſhip for the future, be- 
| cauſe the End is anſwered? Or, have the reſt of 
the Community no Acknowledgments to make, 
no Bleſlings to ask, or receive, becauſe ſome are 
in ſuch a Condition, that they have no Command 
of themſelves? And if, indeed, they have no 
Command of themſelves, at ſuch a Time, what 
Spirit acts them? Verily, it is to be feared, that 
there is but little true ſolid Religion, at the Bot- 
tom, where the Paſſions of Men are ſo turbulent, 
and furious; for ihe Wrath of Man worketh 
not the Righicouſneſs of GOD (a). And indeed, 
how ſhould it > The more a Man's Paſſions are 
let looſe upon him, the leſs Reaſon will he have 
in Exerciſe, and therefore be the leſs fit for that 
which is the moſt ſober, and rational Thing in 
the World. While we ſuffer our Paſſions to cloud 
our Underſtandings, and that they will do, if we 
give Scope to them, we ſhall not be very likely 
to form a true Judgment, neither of Things, nor 
Perſons, neither of ourſelves, nor others; and no 
- . ET Won- 
(a) Jam. i. 20. : 
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Wonder, then, if Perſons under the Infſuence of 


take ſuch Methods, as pour the utmoſt Contempt 


upon Reli 
cule, while they pretend to promote it. 


I have not ſaid theſe Things, my Brethren, to 
diſcourage any real Work of GOD among us, 
which I truft I do, and ſhall, labour, according 

to my Ability, and Diſcernment, to promote 
with my whole Heart; but I fear many weak 


People are led into great Miſtakes of the Nature 


And one Thing, that has greatly ſwayed with 
me to ſay any Thing about theſe Affairs, is, the 
fearful Apprehenfions I am under of the fatal Con- 
ſequence of ſuch Miſtakes, in the preſent State of 


Affairs among us, if it be not wiſely managed; 
1 mean, leſt the preſent Heat, about Religion, 
ſink into total Irreligion, from the ill Uſe, which 


the Enemies of all true Religion, will make of 
what they obſerve, in the irregular Conduct of 
ſome that are very zealous; and from the natural 


Swing of the human Paſſions. | 


The World has had many Inſtances of apparent 


| Zeal for Religion, and good Men have been car- 


ried away with the ſtrong Current, which have 


evidently proved, in the Concluſion, to be no- 
thing more than human Paſſions, heated Imagi- 


nation, accompanied with ſatanic Deluſions, 
who knows how, and when, and upon what Oc- 


caſion, and after what Manner, to transform him 
_ {elf into an Angel of Light: And they have ge- 


nerally, if not always, been ſo, when they haye 


been 


ſtrong Paſhons, and weak Reaſoning, are left to 


gion, and turn it into Farce and Ridi-' 


of Religion, and a true Zeal about it, and I have 
ſincerely aimed at the reQifying ſome Miſtakes, 
and the ſeparating of the vile from the holy. 
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: been attended with Noiſe, and Tumult, with 


Apparitions, and Viſions, and Trances, with paſ- 
ſionate Deſires of ſeeing CHRIST, and Heaven, 
and converſing with Angels, with the Pretenſions 


of low, and mean, and | ignorant People to be in- 
fluenced by the Divine Spirit, in taking upon 


them to be Preachers of the Goſpel, and Teachers 


ok others, and theſe admired, and followed in 


Crowds, from Place to Place, and with a general 
1 againſt the ſtanding Miniſters, tho 

ſound in their Doctrine, and exemplary in their 

Lives, as Phariſees, Formaliſts, Hypocrites, and 


_ Clamon 


0000. 8 
The human Paſſions rarely ſwing ſo forcibly, 


and far, one Way, but they recoil as far another. 
Extremes are nearer meeting than many are a- 


ware of. An over-boiling Zeal for Religion, and 
no Religion at all, have often met in the ſame 


Perſon. The Preacher mentioneth the two Ex- 


tremes of, overmuch Righteouſneſs, and overmuch 


 Wickeadneſs, as bringing to the ſame End (a). The 


Memory of ſome of us can furniſh us with a fla- 
grant Inſtance, of ſuch as lay many Months, if 
not Years, under the Terrors of Conſcience, and, 
at length, came ont of that Frame with Light, 


and Comfort, and Joy, and were for ſeveral Years, 


apparently virtuous, and godly, and religious in 
their Lives, and peculiarly zealous in their Way 


about Religion, (b) and yet alas! after all proved 1 


very wicked Perſons. . „„ 
O the Depths of Satan! We had need take Care, 
8575 ; | * not 
(a): Teel. v., 16, 17. | „ | 
(b) They kept the ſobereſt Company, frequented the Miniſters, 
held their private Meeting with others at their Places of Abode, 


bad often the Miniſters to preach to them; I hawe myſelf preach — 
e to them, now, above forty Years ago. 1 | 
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not to be ignorant of his Devices! and guard a- 
3 the threatning Danger of miſtaking human 


aſſions, for the working of the Spirit of GOD; 


and the burning Zeal, and hot Fervour of theſe 
Paſſions, operating humanly, if not worſe, for a 


Zeal for God, and good Works. And however a 


prudent Guard againſt foreſeen Danger may be 


ſcoffed at, as if we were to be laughed out of our 
Reafon, and Religion, at once, yet I pray GD 
make us all, eſpecially his Miniſters, wiſe as 

Serpents, and harmleſs as Doves, But I have 


done, when I have ſaid, | 0 
UsE III. And now, let us all be perſuaded to 


become truly zealous of good Works. This is a 
Zeal that is laudable, commendable, before Gop 


and Man; a Zeal which GOD will approve of, 


and plentifully reward. Let it, therefore, be 


the fervent Defire, the earneſt and unſatisfied 


Longings of our Souls, to be ourſelves good, and 


to do all the good we can. Until we are good, 
we can do no good Work; The Tree muſt be fir/t 


made good, before it will bring forth any good 


Fruits (a). And this we had need of all Things 


to be zealous about ; becauſe there is nothing of 
fo great Concernment to us, and we have but a 
httle uncertain Inch of Time, to get this great 


Work accompliſhed in. Our eternal Intereſt 


turns upon our being good, truly fo, If we are 


not recovered from the Apoſtacy of our Na- 
tures, if we are not brought home to GOD, 


by a Work of his Spirit upon us, converting 
and changing our Hearts, and forming of us 
a-new, after. the Divine Likeneſs, we are yet un- 


der Adams Covenant, the Sentence of Condem- 


nation 
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nation is out againſt us, and we have no poſhble 
Way of 8882 the tremendous Wrath of an 


Almighty GOD ; without this Divine Workman- 
ſhip upon us, the Gates of Heaven will be faſt 
ſhut againſt us, and Hell, from beneath, will 


gape wide to receive us, and it will not be in the 


Power of all created Nature to prevent our ſink- 


ing down into the Damnation of Hell (a). And, a- 


of us, who are yet in their unregenerate State, 


left us, to get the Diſorders of our Hearts cured, 


our vicious Habits rectified, the Errors of our 
Lives corrected, and the Divine Life produced 
in us: A Year, a Month, or a Night, may put 


an End to all Opportunities herefore for ever. 
Here, therefore, we have Reaſon to lay out our 
Zeal, and Fervour, and be in earneſt, in Agony 


of Soul, *till we have ſome good Grounds to hope, 


that the new Man is formed in us. | * 
Therefore, I beſeech you, my Brethren, ſtir 


up yourſelves to take hold on C RIS T, and his 


offered Salvation, now, while the Day of Grace 
laſteth with you. Oh! delay not; but make 


ſpeed, haſte to the City of Refuge, leſt the A- 
venger of Blood overtake you. Don't think that 
your Tears, and Cries, will ſave you; don't i- 


magine that your own Fig- leaf d Righteouſneſs 
will cover your Deformity from an all- ſeeing 


60D, and render you comely, and acceptable in 


his Sight; but get into CHRIST, who giveth 

Repentance, and Remiſſion of Sins. 325 
You will never. be able to do any one good 

Thing, acceptable and pleaſing to GOD, till you 


are in CHRIS JEsus, and derive of his Ful- 


1 neſs; 
(a) Matth. xxilii. 33. 05 5 0 
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neſs, and Grace for Grace. Without me, ſaid 
= - 8 CxnRIS r, (a) ye can do nothing; but he that a- 
1 ESE bideth in me, and I in him, the ſame bringeth forth 


1 much Fruit. If yon are in CHRIST, then will 
- he, of GOD, be made unto you, Wiſdom, and 
| i 36 Righteouſneſs, and Sanctifieation, and Redem- 
Ptioz; and tho' your Sins have been ever ſo ma- 
E | ny, and great, yet GOD, for CRRIS T's Sake, 
1 will freely overlook, and forgive them all ; and 

1-5 1. | though your Corruptions be ever ſo ſtrong, yet 


Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you. 


FH : __ CnrIsrT, now, graciouſly invites you to come 

FH dioS him, and partakeof his bleſſed Fulneſs ; He 

5 faith. to you, () Come unto me, all ye that la- 

} bour, and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
Reſt ; He ſays, (c) Look unto me, and be ye ſav- 

3 ed, all the Ends of the Earth. Oh! then, look, 

__ 7 Oh! come to him, and partake of Grace, and 


Pardon, and Life from him! | 
| But take heed, you don't deceive yourſelves 

| with a vain Faney, a bold Preſumption, a carnal | 

Dependence upon the Merits of CRR IST, with- 
1 out ſubmitting yourſelves to his Terms; but be ex- 
SY Coeeding careful, in this Matter, that you ſincere- 
3 ly yielda hearty Conſent of your Souls to the 


F Propoſals of the Goſpel, and comply with the 

8 |}: | Demands thereof, that CHRIST ſhall be your 
37 Prophet, to teach you, your King, to rule you, 
by his Word, and Spirit, as well as your Prieſt, 

to make Atonement for you; and then may you, 
with Comfort, depend upon his infinite Merits 
as yours, and ſay, with an holy Complacency of 
Soul, My beloved is mine, and I am his, and bis 
Deſire is towara's me. "ns ee _ 
0 


e ) Jobb xv. 5. (5) Matth, xi. 28. 0 Haiah xly. 22. 
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Io this End, diligently wait upon GOD, in 
the Uſe of all appointed Means, with aSoul thir- 


ſting after the bleſſed Benefits that are wont to 


becommunicated in them; and ceaſe not Day 


and Night, to pray with the greateſt Fervency 
and Importunity, that GOD would create in you 
a clean Heart, and renew a right Spirit within 
you; and humbly proteſt before the LORD, that 
you will not let him go, except he bleſs you. 


And then, be zealous of every good Work, 


= * 
82 


Soul, being more watchful againſt the corrupt 


Workings of thy on Heart, and more ſtrenuouſſy 


reſiſt the Allurements of the World, and the 
Temptations of the Devil, and his Inſtruments. 


Zealouſly ſet. yourſelf to the Performance of the 
good, perfect, and acceptable Will of G0, in 
all Things, and be very. holy in all Manner of 


Converſation and Godlineſs. Embrace every Op- 


portunity of ſerving GOD, and doing Good to 


all about you, that comes within your Sphere, 


and Capaeity : And let your Light ſo ſhine before 


Men, that they may ſee your good Works, and 


glorify your Father which is in Heaven. Be 


more truly devout and pious towards GOD, walk- 


ing in all his Ordinances and Commandments 
blameleſs; more ſtrictly juſt, and true, and cha- 
ritable, kind and beneficent to your Fellow - Crea- 


tures; and more ſober, temperate, pure and cir- 
cumſpect in your whole Walk. Let every one 


ceaſe judging the Hearts of others, and look more 


into their own Hearts. It is a ſhrewd Sign that 
they dwell but little at home, who are ever ram- 


bling abroad. Be more therefore in communing 


with your own Hearts, and rectifying all that is 


amiſs 
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amiſs there; and, in a Word, abhor that which i 
Evil, and eleave to that which is Good. 
Set therefore, the Example of 'Cyr1sT before 
your Eyes, who always went about doing Good, 
and let the View thereof fire you with a noble 


Ambition to be, and do like him; for be that 
| faith be abideth in him, ought ſo to walk, even as 
he walked (a). Can there be a brighter Pattern 


ſet before us than that of our bleſſed LORD and 
Maſter ? Alas! there will be many Blurs, in the 


Copies which the beſt of Men ſet us, and we ſhall 


be in very great Danger of imitating their Foibles, 
and Defects, if we have our Eyes too much fixed 
upon them; but CHRIS T's Example is wholly 
void of all Defect, and we need not fear the near- 
eſt Imitation of him, wherein ſoever he is imi- 
table by us. Let the ſame Mind, therefore, be 


in you, which was in CHRIST IEs us; and evi- 


dence that you are his Diſciples, by your ſincere 
Endeavours, that, as he was in this World, fo ye 


; may be alſo. | 


Then, may you have Boldneſs, in a dying Hour, 
and at the Day of Judgment. It will :adminiſter 
no real Comfort to you, at the Hour of Death, to 


reflect upon your fair Eſtates, and large Poſſeſ- 
Hons, your Poſts, and Titles of Honour, your 
great Accompliſhments, and the Eſteem the 


World has for you; but to be able, in Sincerity, 


to reflect upon this Fruit and Proof of your Faith 


in CHRIST, and Intereſt in him, that you have 
been zealous of good Works, that you have made 


Conſcience of doing your Duty to GOD, and 
Man, that you have acted with an holy Fervour 
ok Soul, in doing the Will of GOD, and ſerving 


| 3 Vour 
(a) 1 John ii. 6. | 
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Pour Generation, in all their Intereſts according 
do your Station, and Capacity; how will this re- 


freſh thy Soul, and alleviate the Pangs of Death, 
and make the Proſpect thereof tolerable to you 
So Hezeckiah, in his Sickneſs, comforted himſelf, 

ſaying, (a) Remember now, O LORD, I beſeech 


thee, how I have waiked before thee, in Truth, and 
2¹t % a perfect Heart, and have done that whieh was 


Good in thy Sight. So the holy Apoſtle Paul com- 


forted himſelf, in the View of his Departure out 


of this World, ſaying, (b) I am now ready to be 
offered, and the Time of my Departure 1s at Haud; 
I have fought the good Fight, I have ſiniſbed my 


Courſe, I have kept the Faith; henceforth there ts 


laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs. And fo 
too our glorious Redeemer fortified himſelf a- 


1 | oainſt his approaching Sufferings and Death, ſay- 


ing (c) I have glorified thee on the Earth, I have 

finiſhed the Work which thou gaveſt me to do; aud 

now, O Father, glorify me with thine ownſelf, _ 
While the Wicked and Ungodly encounter 


7 Death, with trembling Joints, and aching Hearts, 


and take a Proſpect of the approaching Judgment 


the feartu}/ExpeRation of fiery Indignation to de- 
vour them: He that hath been truly zealous of 
good Works, may look upon the great Day of the 
Lord, with an holy Compoſure of Soul, and with 


with a Horror, and Confuſion of Mind, at 


the comfortable Thought, that it will be the Day 


olf his open Eſpouſal to the Son of God, the Day 
wherein all his good Deeds ſhall be openly ac- 


knowledged and abundantly rewarded. 


And, Oh! the matchleſs Rewards that are re- 


ſerved for ſuch an one! Sometimes God 1s pleaſed 
„„ 5 greatly - 
a) Za. xxxviii. 3. Gb] 2. Tim iv. 6, 7, 8. (e) John xvii. 4, . 
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greatly to reward his zealous Servants, with tem- 
poral Bleſſings in this World; but, however, if 


they fes with little or no Reward here, 


yet gr all be their Reward in Heaven. Great 
beyond what any Tongue can now tell, or Heart 
conceive! By their being zealous of good Works, 


they have made to themſelves Friends; which 


ſhall receive them into everlaſting Habitations! 
For them is reſerved the Inheritance incorrupti- 
ble, undefiled, which fadeth not away! For them 
are prepared the Throne and Kingdom ! For them 


are laid up the Joys of their Lord, even the Joys 


of the Marriage of the Lamb! For them awaits 


the Reſurrection of the Juſt, and the Crown of 
immortal Life and Glory! _ 3 


Well then, let us all take the Encouragement, 
and from this Time forward, make it the fixed 


Reſolution of our Souls, to become zealous of good 


Works, to be ſtedfaſt, immoveable, always a- 


bounding in the Work of the Lord, being aſſured 


that our bleſſed Saviour will make good that Word 
unto us (a), They that have done Good ſhall come 
forth unto the Reſurrect ion of Life, Which God, 
of His infinite Mercy, grant may be the happy 


Portion of us all, thro' Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord, to 


whom be glory for ever. 


(a) John v. 29. 


J 


AEN. 


